* ‘November 29,2006

Letters to the Editor

Letters from readers are wel-
come. They should be limited to
about 300 words and Voices
reserves the right to edit. Letters
must include name, address of
writer and a phone number.
Anonymous lefters will not be con-
sidered.

Food Drive Thanks

To the Editor; -

" Brownie Troop 4171 wanted tu
thank members of the communi-
ty for their overwhelming gen-
erosity and support for our food
drive.

The food drive took place from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
November 11, at Dinova’s Four
Corner store. The girls collected
more than 270 non-perishable
food items and a $50 cash dona-v
: _vtmn in m:i}y two haurs
" All proce

the M]ddlehury Food Bank to borhood schools and keep our

help local families in need.

Thanks again to all who donat-
ed and to the girls and parent
volunteers who participated in
making our first ever food dnve
a suceess.

Rebecca Cavallaro

mentary level.

3.) Although this is an unprece-
dented decision for our schools
and our towns, the Board of
Education formally considered
the reconfiguration proposal for
12 days prior to adoption. There
is no R14 reconfiguration study
on record. '

4.) The renovations at Mitchell

are still on the table. In a *

November 15 article of the Voic-
es, Superintendent Robert
Cronin referenced a future refer-
endum with costs estimated at
roughly $30 million: “The reno-
vation project is to accommodate
the intermediate school needs,”
Dr. Cronin said. Woodbury and
Bethlehem taxpayers are still
being asked to fund renovations,

~only now we are being asked to

do so at the expense of our

ur neigh-

kids at home. Attend the next
board meeting Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, at 7:30 p.m. at Nonnewaug
and check out our website at
www.saveregionl4elementary.co
m.

<

Karla Delnegro, William Barber
Troop Leaders__ -~ Families for Region 14
Middlebury Elementary
e Woodbury
Comments )
on Reconfiguration Attendance at Meeting
To the Editor: Urged
Please consider a few of the To the Editor:
lesser known facts of the Region ~ The degree to which our Wood-

14 reconfiguration: -
1.) Post reconfiguration, Wood-
bury and Bethlehem will be the

first and only towns in the state
of Connecticut that do not main-
tain their lower grade schools
within their respective towns,

neighborhood schools for the
lower grades.

2.) The proposed K-2, 3-5 grade
span configuration is one of the
least practiced both in the state

of Connecticut and the United

States as a whole. There has
been some confusion regarding
this issue amongst MES and
BES parents; Naugatuck, Super-
intendent, Dr. Robert Cronin’s
former post, has six K-4 configu-
rations (the configuration cur-
rently at Mitchell) at the ele-

ca’s chlldren

bury-Bethlehem school system is
in trouble and unable to live up
to standards afforded children in
other area townships has not

_been made clear to our citizens. .

Neighborhood elementary and
middle schools are crowded,

Music, art and phys ed. are cut
for lack of funding, as are
teacher aides. More students per
class becomes a solution as
opposed to the bad idea it actu-
ally is. Splitting grades between
schools makes it difficult for
teachers of the same curriculum

to confer.

Worst of all, the smallest stu-
dents are seen as convenient
pawns for solving space problem.

#

Let’s just put them on buses (no

VOICES

Deadlines_

News material intended for
the Wednesday edition of
Voices must be received by
the news department by 4
p-m. the Friday prior to pub-
lication. -

News for Voices Week-
ender must be received by
the news department by 4
p-m. the Wednesday prior fo
publication.

. solutmn 'to overcrowding.

seatbelts) and bus them 45 min-
utes along roads that are dicey
at best in sudden winter storms,
to a school where we can. stuff
them in and, voila, problem
solved. -

This is the current “reconfigu-
ration” plan construed by the
Board of Education as “the best

The focus of mpdern pubhc

“education includes keeping the..

lowest grades closest to home:
i.e. the neighborhood elementary
school coneept. Yet the above
reconfiguration plan was the
only plan our board could arrive
at to solve the problems generat-
ed by the failure to get a more
adequate school budget passed.
Impacted citizens, including par-

-ents, were not consulted

Citizens concerned about our
children (and our community as
a good place where others might
want to buy a home) are urged
to come to the next board meet-
ing on December 5, at 7:30 p.m.
at Nonnewaug High School.

Public awareness and informed
response solves problems, mak-
ing for the best communities.
Healthy, secure, bright children
are surely our community’s life
source, the very reason for creat-
ing the solid hometown commu-
nity that Woodbury-Bethlehem

:has, in the pﬂst always been

Con_me Conway
Woodbury

Petition Out of Line
To the Editor:
The petition for a vote to
acquire $3.5 million was totally

-out of line. The people of Oxford

voted to have our high school
built for $43.9 million and
expected our elected officials to
make this happen. They appear
to be pretty much on target.

Any monetary shortfalls will be
addressed when all bids are in




