IS REVENGE MOTIVE
CLOUDING JUDGMENT
ON RECONFIGURATION?

In his Jan. 18 letter, “Reconfigu-
ration corrects unfairness in district
schools,” Dr. James G. Uberti incor-
rectly states “class sizes at Mitchell
(Elementary School in Woodbury)
nearly double the average class size
of Bethlehem Elementary School.”
To the contrary, the average class
size at Mitchell is about 18, roughly
the same as Bethlehem.

ermore, as far as the “en-

riching academic experience” :
referenced in the letter, it is worth
pointing out the recommended class
sizes in Superintendent Robert D, ;
Cronin’s Oct. 4 reconfiguration pro- !
posal represent an increase for |
about 81 percent of the classesat |

itchell, with the other 19 percent
remaining the same, i

Similarly, the recommendations =
reépresent an increase for about ¥
78 percent of the classes at Bethle-
hem, with 11 percent remaining the
same and 11 percent decreasing.

Dr. Uberti should take the time
to read the relevant public docy- -
ments and get a better understand-
ing of the facts before endorsinga -
plan that ultimately will bus more
than 400 children, forcing most of
them to spend at least an hour and a

alf round trip on a bus, withno .
meaningful educational benefit. 4

Moreover, Dr. Uberti’s reference
to past failed referendums and his
blaming them on Bethlehem voters
is indicative of the underlying mo-
tive of revenge that seems to have
clouded the judgment of many re-
configurationists,

My guess is Dr. Uberti, a Wood-
bury resident, has no K-2 children
who will be subjected to this ridicu-
lous plan and bused up to Bethlehem
to exact such revenge, However, I

do.
William J. Barber
_ Woodbury



